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author’s own experiences and observations and his asides aboes what “maost
Tsraclis,” “many Arabs,” and others think on a variety of subjects. Although
the suthor refers ko fow if apy opinion polls, hie reports, apparently from his
own observations, that “most Israclis don't like Woody Allen,”™ that they “tend
not o ke speaking of theories, generalities or sbstractons,” and thar “they
are rude £o an extent that it even bothees other bsraclis.” These comments
add color to che deseriptions of Istacli fife scartered throughout the book.
The account begins wich Jewish history from biblical times te the end of WW
IT and proceeds with chaprers covering social structure, economy, politics,
and political institutions of the modern Jewish stare. Abour a thind of the
book {two of the seven chaprers) covers the country’s foreign policy, the peace
process, and relations with the US and with Amencan Jewry, Frequens
comparisons with US instiutions and polites indicass that the book was writ-
wen for an American audience, ir would be a lively supplement ro Don
Pererz and Gideon Daron’s Thr Government and Poliries of Irraed {3rd £d.,
CH, Jul'97}. Al levels w13, Peves, emerirss, SUNT nr Binghamzon
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‘The Individual and the state in China, ed. by Brian Hook, Oxford,
1996, 231p index afp ISBN 0-18-828331-8, $24.00

Hook {Univ. of Leeds) has edited an outstanding, study of the refaton-
ship berween the individual and the seate in the PRC after the adoption of the
reform and opening-out policies of the carly 1980s. The contributors include
renowned Ching scholars such s Robert Ash { Univ, of London ), Michel Ron-
nin and Yves Chevner ¢ both ar Ecole des Flautes Erudes on Sciences Sociales,
Parisi, Thomas Gold « Univ, of California, Berkeley), Hook himself, Lucian
Pye ¢ MIT}, David Shambaugh ( Univ. of Landon ), Andrew Walder { Harvard),
and Gordon White  Univ. of Sussex). The book has eight chaprers. Fol-
lowing the introduction and overview, chaprers 3 through ¥ focus on the rela-
tionship berween workers, managers, and the state! the peasant farmer and
the stave; the soldier and the state; the inteliccrual and the stare; and vouth
and the stare. Chapter 8 evaluates the methodological utility of the rerm “civil
societv™ and suggeses that if iberalization and democratization are to occur
n China, they will resalt from a gradual. managed process. Footnotes but pe
tibliography. Swrongly recommended for undergraduares, graduates, and fag-
ulrv,we S, K. Ma. California Starc University, Los Angeles
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Kalyvas, Stathis N. The rise of Christian Democracy in Europe.
Cornglt, 1996, 300p bibl indexes afp ISBN 0-8014.3241-3, 545.00; I1SBN
0-B014-8320-4 pbk, $19.9%

Kalvvas offers 2 preswasive explanation of party formatien, backed by impres-
sive data on an underresearched phenomenon, Christian Democracy. He
posits 2 ratonal choive mode! depicting partics ot just as the natural prod-
uct of social division, but 2s « resubt of strategic choices by key ehives—in
his cage study, 19th-centun church leaders. Yet he challenges conventionat
wisdom among histonians, stressing that the hicrarchy itself never wanred
10 creare religious partics, fearing they might become rivals tor ieadership
in the Catholic community. Facing liberal-secuiar assault, the bishops sought
10 defend their own prerogatives by mobilizing the lairy, bur they miscal-
calated by encouraging the new organizanions te take part in parliamentary
politics in suppot of Conscrvative candidates, In five of six countries, the
surprising clectoral appeal of politically organized Catholicism spawned
separare parties. France was the excepton: Kalyvas devoes ¢ chapter to show.
ing kow French bishops, counting on the hated secutar republic to col-
lapse, delaved organizing their laire. Given its theorerical focus and the detail
Kalyvas musters, this book may perhaps not be the place 5o start in lcamning
abour early Chnstan Demaocracy, but scholars i political science and history
will find its amalvsis impressive,  Upper-division unidergraduates through
faculty.—C. Clewmens, College of William and Mary
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Khadidi, Rashid. Palestinian identity: the construction of modarn
national consciousness. Columbia, 1997, 3090 bibl index afp ISBN
0-231-10514-2, $29.50

Fhalidi provides vompelling challenges o the prevailing assumptions con -
verning the origins of Palestinian nationalism. He explores the interplay

o . -

berwzen the narmatives that make up Palestinian history and examinges the
iows constituents of Palestinian national identiry, In so doing he Hlh
nates heretofore licde-known aspects of Palestinian singularity, in partic
the circumstances that gave rise to the shift from Arab/Ottoman to P.
tnian,/ Arab idenzity. Beginning with the larer Otroman Erapire, Khalidi
Arabic, Turkish, Hebrew, and Western archival sources as well as i
unpublished sources—notably from the Khalidi Ebrary in Jerusalemwgo .
stantiaee his thesis. He argues that the origins and growth of Palestt
nationalisi were not so much a reacton o Zionisem as a response 1o the i
ences of late F9th-cenmry Palestinian scholars, the Arab press, Brnsh o
pation, and later, Zionist colorization. The material, intellectnal, and 3
tal importance of Jerusalem to Palesrinians is well subscannared. Khal
biographies of Yosuf Diya and Ruhi al-Khalidi—schelars, diplomits, and m
bers of the Ortoman Parlizment—provide valuable context and pers
tive. This original rescarch sheds new light on the question of Palestine
should be read by sreryone concerned abour accurare historiography, cult
myvthology, the sockal construction of national identity, and 2 peacefnl ¢
lution of the Palesunian-Israeli conflice. —C. A. Rubenbery, Flovida I
nareonal University
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Kahna, Mesary. Japan's postwar party politics. Princeton, ¢
172p bib! indexes afp ISBN 0-691-02629-7, $55.00; ISBN 0-681-01¢
1 pbk, $17.85

Kohno has produced 2 cogent microanalvsis of post-1945 party pol
in }apan. He svstemarically links the electoral sysvem and other inst
tional constraines 0o the options and resulting choices of major party
ures duaring kev stages in the evolution of the party system.  His chap
on coalition buillding prior to 1938, politics within the Liberal Democr
Parry, and the 1993 general clecton are especially significant. His use
rational -choice approach not only highlights the incentives and bargair
power of individual sccors, but places an understanding of lapanese party |
itics within the theoretical frameworks rypicaliy used to explain party de
epment in other advanced induserial democracies. The resules are an in
mative re-creation of the political environment in which parey ieaders intera
and significant insight into the decision-making process that logically
lowed. Libraries will find the book an important companion to Ron
Hreebenar's The Japanese Party Swtem (CH, Mar'87; Ind ed., 1992). Hig
recommended for zdvanced undergraduates, graduate students, and fac
with an interest in the strategics pursued by political parties and party -
dons.—]. M. Peck, Cenzenary College of Lowtriana
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Morray, Joseph P. Grand disillusion: Frangoix Mitterrand and 1
Freanch Left. Prasger, 1997, 168p bib! index afp I1SBN 0-275-8573¢
§57.95

Mirrerrand and the French Left have been the subject of numerous 2
demic and journalistic studies. Miterrand’s election to the presidency
Erance in May 1981 when be led a redesigned French Socialist Party prove
an impoetant political victory for the Left, and st allowed the non-Gaw
opposition w accede to the pinpacic of power under the Fifth Republic. 7
work is essentially a political biography of Mitterrand written from a sor
whar sympathetic idealogics] perspective. Tt glosses over many of the m:
scandals of the Mireerrand era. The bibliography omits important mate
such as biographical accounts by Denis MacShane, Frangoir Mitterrand
Pelivical Odysey (CH, Qcr’83), and by Sally Baumann-Beynolds, Fran
Misterrand: The Making of & Sociafist Prince in Republican France (C
Nov'$3). The author is 2 retired reacher, lawyer, and wrirer, who has focu
on artempred socialisz revolutions on several continents. General read:
upper-division undergraduaces through facubty ¥, MeHale, Cuse West
Rescrve University
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Pornarski, Kazimierz Z Poland’s protracted transition: institutiot
change and economic growth, 1970-1984, Cambridge, 1996, 35
bibi index {Cambridge Russian, Soviet and post-Soviet studies, 98) 15|
0-521-55386-2, $54.95; ISBN 0-521-55639-2 pbk, $19.55



